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This treatment is based, not upon a " sentimental,"
but upon a strictly scientific criticism. Mercantile
Economy assumes that man as an industrial animal,
a getter and spender of money, is a separate being
from man as a friend, a lover, a father, a citizen, or
that he can conveniently and justifiably be regarded
as separate for " economic" treatment. Now Mr.
Ruskin insists that the organic unity of man as a con-
scious, rational being, with a capacity for regarding his
life as a whole and forming a plan for its conduct, im-
poses a corresponding unity upon the science which is
to treat of human conduct, that the interaction of con-
scious forces within man is so constant and so intricate
that it is not really convenient to make the separatist
assumption required by Mercantile Economy. " Goods "
which are not "wealth" in the "mercantile" sense,
the fruits of goodwill and self-sacrifice, friendship,
family affection, neighbourly or civic feeling, intel-
lectual efforts, not destined for the market, are, both
in their "production" and their "consumption," in
vital relation to industrial goods. The activities em-
ployed upon such " goods " have the most intimate re-
action upon the distinctively "industrial" activities, while
the enjoyment of these higher moral and intellectual
goods is a chief determinant of the nature of demand for
mercantile wares. This deep essential truth Mr. Ruskin
illustrates by taking the instance of domestic service,
and showing that the best work cannot be got out of
a servant by treating his labour as a mere marketable
commodity, and ignoring the personality or "soul,"
which necessarily enters into services. So, enlarging on
the theme, he shows how every sort of work given out
in industrial processes is in its nature and result thestry is that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